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1 The EXAMINER. 








Infanientis dum fapientia 

Con{ultus erro ; nunc retrorfunt 

Vela dare, atq; iterare curfus 
Cogor relittos. ——-—— 


mn From Monday Mg 11, to Friday Mg 16, 1713. 
ra) : Parcus Deornm cultor @ infrequens, 


Horace. 
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AT?R it felf can invent no Infamy equal to 
that which a Man fixes upon himfelf, who de- 
ferts agoodCaufe for no other Reafons, but {uch 
as he ought to be afham’d of owning to the 
World. On the other hand, the Violence done 

to Reafon, and the Injury committed againft the Dig- 

§ nity of humane Nature, is very great, when a Man 

erfeveres in a bad Caufe in fpite of the ftrongeft 
nvictions, bids Defiance to Light, and lofes the Ufe 
of the better half of himfelf, by fetting his Actions at 
variance with his Underftanding. Bur the force of an 
evil Habit is fo very powerful, the Pride of continuing 

Uniform and Confiffent with one’s felt, looks fo much 

like Vertue, and the Shame, and perhaps danger of re- 

trating an Error, and entring upon a new courfe of 

Conduét, under a new Sett of Leaders, and in new 

Company, is fo very difcouraging, that out of a tender 

-— to the Infirmities of Mankind, tho’ Right and 

rong are always the fame and independent of Time, 
yet we are obliged to take all Advantages we can of 
every. favourable Juncture and: pulitical Occurence, as 
acorroborating Argument, which may ratify our Per- 
fuafions, and win thofe over, whofe Reafon had al- 
ready declared for us. A bad Caufe would prove an 

Over-match for a good One, if one might not be al- 

low'd to make ufe of Temporal Motives, as well as the 

uber ; and therefore in imitation of the Divine Legifiator, 
we fuit the beft Principles to Times and Seafons, and 
take in the Confiderations of this Life, as a very hand- 
fome Appendix to the more folid-and lafting Obligations 
of Truth, Equity and Confcience. 
The canclajion of the Peace, 1 forefaw, would make a 
gat Reform in our Parties, and prove a kind Seafon 
that plentiful Crop of Converts, whofe Growth 
had been delay'dand put back for fome time, by a courfe 
of changeable uncertain Weather. In order therefore 
to forward this good Work, I fhall examine thofe Pleas 
and Pretences, which Men ufually make for continuing 
with a Party, after they are convinced of their ill De- 
figns, and of the Neceflity there is of leaving them, 
going over to the other Side, as the only way to 
approve themfelves good Subje¢ts to Her Mayefty, and 
true Friehkds to their Country. This I take to be a ufeful 
ndertaking; becaufe in fucha Cafe, the Profelite is 
frequently more concerned about the Manner of his 
going oyer, than about the Reafonablenefs or Neceflit 
of it; and therefore in anfwering his Excufes, J thall 
fufficiently eftablifh the Duty, by confidering chiefly the 
Decent Manner of performing it. 
er confiders:the Leaders of his Party as his 
own particular Friends, and rho’ he is fatisfy’d they go 

Ntong with regard to the Publick, fuffers his private 

tachments or perfonal Obligations to detain him 

apainft the Bent of Confcience, weighs his Country 
th a Trifle, and knows little of the fuperior Obliga- 
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tions of Honour and a publick Spirit. By leaving his 
Principles for the Company of his Friends, he prefers 
Pleafure to Duty, and fhews he had rather be Eafe than 
Honeft. He Complements a few particular Perfons 
with that, which none but the Community can Have 
a Right to, and pleads a Contract between Man and 
Man, in bar to Religion and Government. He fhould 
no longer look on his Party, but as a band of Confpi- 
rators ; and Friendfhip, when attended with the bare 
Mifprifion of Guilt, lofes its very Being, and degene- 
rate into a Bond of Iniqnity. It may however be advife- 
able for fuch a one, thee his changing Sides, to refine 
upon his former Frien mare ond continue to do thofe 
he lov’d, all the good in his Power, which are 
out of the Queftion of Parties, on pornos to convince 


them, that he has left them upon Principle, and not 
out of any private Pique or Dif 


If a Man be fatisfy’d that for fome time done 
the’Drudgery of Fattion, and ftrengthned the Hands of 
the Enemies to his C » but yet goes on to Vote 
and — with Mea by out of A ge <P pree 
over by degrees, aining fome Points, lead t 
infil into the fame Son-fhine of Conviétion which 
open’d his own Eyes ; he fhould weigh well his Abi- 


lities, and Authority among his old Friends, and what 
Affurances he has to warrant the Succefs of his Under= 
taking ; for without this lively Profpeét, he incurs the 
Guilt of doing a certain, prefent, and irrétrievable 
Evil, only tor the fake of doing a future, uncertain 
Good, and which, it may be, will not repair the Dam- 
mages his Country fuftain’d by his delaying to declare 
himfelf';whilft he ftands expos’d at the fame time to 
many Neg peg and the hazard of a Relapfe, by 
remaining ftill in an infeéted Quarter. 

He, who deferts a Party, muft expect the Frowns, 
Infults, and Maltreatment of his former Acquaintanc 
to be called Zemporizer, Renegado, and Traitor, by ail 
the little polly Pea? and to be attack’d at once in 
his Fortune, Interefts, and Reputation ; efpecially if he 
be confiderable enough to alter the Ballante to a very 

reat degree, or fot confiderable enough to have any 
Seseth in his keeping, by which he may awe them into 
better Manners. But whoever cannot ftand tltls Shock, 
and fupport himfelf under thefe Difadvantages, has not 
Courage enough to be Honeft, or to deferve the Notic# 
and Efteem of either Party. That Man’s Vertue is 
none of his own, which depends altogether on the 
Chance of Birth and Education, and the Sway and Au- 
thority of Numbers. Changing is in it felt'a Difgrace, 
and an Inconvenience ; but when it becomes our : 
it is Great and Heroick to own we have been in the 
Wrong} and dare the Malice of an undifcerning Majo-- 
rity, by meriting the Approbation of a few Uprighe 
impartial Judges. They, who defert upon private Vides 
ought to Sneak, and Bluth, and Retire ; or Combat theif 
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Enemies qith fuggsior Noife and Party-Raze ; but who- 
Aver <hdagcs! ip@n Principle, will find Reafon and 
Veftue to be more than empty Names, and an Over- 
match fox the guilty U pbraidings of thofe,whofe Friend- 
fhip he had forteited.” Howevef, a Convert of thiskind 
would do we!l to emter upon his Reformation with 
Temper and Calmnefs, leit the Outrages and Injuries 
te is obliged to bear, fhould pufh him into Extreams, 
which neither Reafon nor Confcience will bear him 
Out in. 

Another great Difcouragement to Profelites, is the 
cold Reception they muft for fome time expect from 
thar>Party, mto whofe Bofom theythrow themielves ; 
efpecially if at firft they do not go readily over to them, 
but ftick half way, or make fome fhore flay in aSrate 
of Netrality. Every Convert muft fiand a reafonable 
Probation, and undergo the ufual Trials of Sincerity, 
before he is admitted into that Degree of Confidence, 
which his Station and Charaéter entitle him to. He 
_ not as yet be throughly acquainted with himéelf, 
and therefore muft not take it il, if others arrive at the 
Knowledveof him by the ufual Experiments : And the 
more Difticulties he meets with from the Caution and 
Ditdcnce oF “Others, the more Opportunities he has of 
convincing the World, that he has not changed for In- 
texeit, but Principle. : 

"A falfe Notion of Gratitude, has kept feveral Well- 
meaning Men firm to the Intereft of a Fidlion, and 

revented thei joining with the Loyal Honeft Party. 
They confider'd they owed their Honours and Places, 
and perhaps the whole Fortune of themfelves and Fa- 
milies, to fome Patron, who was unfortunately en- 
paged on the wrong Side, and thar therefore they were 

jged to go with him. But this isa dangerous Mi- 
ake: The Ties of Gratirude to a Patron are very 
bindinggslyr thofe of Duty to one's Country much 
itrenger, All Preferments come Originaliy from the 
Grown, and fhould be. cither the Recompence of Ser- 
vite done to the Publick, or an Engagement upon 
Men of Abilities to undertake; that Service for the Fu- 
ture ; we muft therefore be grateful to our Country, 
father than to our Patron, ; we mult not pay the Price 
. a. 


orf ¢. Merit that enti- 
ur Canfeences to Avaric 
Queen 19 any of 




















y haye taken all imaginable Care of 
through innumerable Difficulties to 
infmit them fafe and entire to Pofterity ; but they 
have pérfonal Exceptions to fome Men in Power, their 
Pachily Tnterefts have formerly clafh’d, they have differ’d 
with them heretofore in a Debgie, or at an Elettion, or 
it’ may be have been Supplanted by them in. the Fa- 
vours of the Court, and perhaps they envy them the 
SuiccefS they have met with, and the Honours and Dig- 
tities which have been beftow'd on their Merit. Hence 
they are Chagreen and Wayward; and this babe y 
Spirit difpofes-them to crofs their Meafures, out o if - 
like to their Nantes and Perfons, A more wicked Ob- 
ftinacy cannot well befal any. Man, who fill retains 
fome Relicks.of common Honelty, Every one ought to 
be Reconciled to thofe, who have faved and enrich’d 
a Country; nor is the Debt of Gratitude lefs, be- 
caufe it is fhared in common with a whole Nation. 
That Spite and Malice is truly Hellifh and Unprofitable, 


which wounds the Publick through the Sides oo 
beit Friends, and ar lait wreaks its Vengéaftice upon ¢. 
Breaft thar firft harbour’d ir. Then, a Requita! of an 
fort is doubly unjuit towards thofe .Men, gvtig, },.. 
facritic d all their Paflions, Interefts, and R@entm-,.. 
however Juft an! Well-grountled, to the Good of 4 
State, and who have given Demonftrationsof 4)... 
Clemency and Readineis to forgive Injuries, ina Th. 
fand Inftances. : | a 
The Modeity of fome Converts is fo very Trouhl. 
fome, to ‘them, that they think a thort Recets, and R,. 
tirement from all Bufinefs, is a very convenient Pp; 
minary to Gonverlion, and abfolutely receffary towy4 
carrying them over to the oppofite Party with ere, 


Decency; but then perhaps the Publick may jus. 


for want of that Support, which a fingle Perfon ote, 
lends a Caufe:; and whio would remain a Criminal +h. 


Sekal 


for a few Moments, whilft his Country calls tor thy, 
Satisfaction and Attonement, which every Man ought 
to make her for paft Errors? Others imagine they 
fhall change Sides with a better Grace, if they wait a 
Opportunry to pick a Quarrel with their old Friend; 
and catch at fome part of their Management, as a goo j 
Reafon for Difeut, which may, at Icaft in the Eye of 
the World, feem to fet the firft Tendency towards, 
Breach ro that Side, whofe Interefis a Profelite is aboy 
to forfake. Bur this Artifice difgraces the intended 
Change, as proceeding rather from Pique than Cop. 
viction : Neither is it much for one’s Reputation i 
have it faid, that 


We left not Fuétion, but of That were left. 


Laftly, There are among the Well-difpofed, many, 
who fancy, by going over entirely, they thall lofe tucx 
Credit with both Sides, and thereby fink themieives 
entirely, and become ufelefs, when they have parted 
with the only folid Fund and Bafis of Authority. Bu 
Cnegp they oppole all the fecret Defigns of thok, 
whofe Party they quitted, yet they need not difcoves 
the Perfons. They may Forfake, without, Betraying ; 
and this generous Conduct will not fail ro recommend 


them _ to fhe Confidence of any Settof new, Friends, 





ind make them admir'd by gheir old o1 ni whit 
they Reproach them as Deferters ; fines inily, fey 
gin Pa oka 
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Evrata in the at EXAMINER, 
Page 2, Col, 1. Line 70. For Teachers read Teather: 
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* * Juft Publith’d, A Poenton the Peace : Infcribed 
to the Moff Hon. Robert, Earl of Oxford and Earb Mortimer, 
Lord High Treafurer of Great Britain. By Bevill Higgons, Eq 
Printed by John Barber, and Sqld. by John Morphew near Su 
tioners-Hall.’ Price 1s. 

§§§ The Four Volumes ‘of Memoirs fram the New 
Aralantis;an 8° Asalfo Four Parts, and an Appendix of JOH 
BULL, Publifhed by the Atithor of the 4aid New Ataicats 
The Art of Political Lying, 2d Edition. The Conduct of 
Allies, the sth Edition. Remarks on the Batrier Tréaty, 26" 
By the Author of the Conduét of the Allies. The Examine:s 10 
the Year 1710,13. in one Vulume m ize All Sold by John Mor 
phew near Stationcr’s Hall. 
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